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Saint Augustine (354-430), Bishop of Hippo (North Africa) and Doctor of the 
Church 
Sermon 90; PL 38, 559f. 

Being clothed in the wedding garment 

What is the wedding garment that the Gospel talks about? Very certainly, that 
garment is something that only the good have, those who are to participate in 
the feast... Could it be the sacraments? Baptism? Without baptism, no one 
comes to God, but some people receive baptism and do not come to God... 
Perhaps it is the altar or what a person receives at the altar? But in receiving 
the Lord's body, some people eat and drink to their own condemnation (1 Cor 
11:29). So what is it? Fasting? The wicked also fast. Going to church often? 
The wicked go to church just like others... 
 
So what is this wedding garment? The apostle Paul tells us: «What we are 
aiming at... is the love that springs from a pure heart, a good conscience, and 
sincere faith.» (1 Tim 1:5) That is the wedding garment. Paul is not talking about 
just any kind of love, for one can often see dishonest people loving others ..., 
but one does not see among them this love «that springs from a pure heart, a 
good conscience, and sincere faith.» Now that is the love that is the wedding 
garment. 
 
The apostle Paul said: «If I speak with human tongues and angelic as well, but 
do not have love, I am a noisy gong, a clanging cymbal... If I have the gift of 
prophecy and, with full knowledge, comprehend all mysteries, if I have faith 
great enough to move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.» (1 Cor 13:1-
2) He said that even if he had all that, without Christ «I am nothing.»... It would 
be useless, because I can act in that way for love of glory... «If I have not love, it 
is of no use.» That is the wedding garment. Examine yourselves: if you have it, 
then come to the Lord's banquet with confidence. 

 


