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Saint Leo the Great (? – c.461), Pope and Doctor of the Church 
1st sermon for the Nativity of the Lord 

 

Son of David, Lord of lords 
 

A virgin is chosen from the royal house of David to bear within her a holy child, 
a son who is both divine and human... The Word, God's Utterance, who is God 
himself, the Son of God who, «in the beginning was with God... through whom 
all things came to be and without whom nothing came to be,» (cf. Jn 1,1-3), 
became man that he might deliver all men from everlasting death. He humbled 
himself to assuming the lowliness of our condition yet without diminishment to 
his majesty. Remaining what he was and assuming what he was not, he united 
the true nature of a servant to the nature according to which he is equal to the 
Father. He bound these two natures together so tightly that his glory was unable 
to destroy the lower nature nor his union with the latter to debase the higher. 
 
What properly belongs to each of these natures remains in its integrity and is 
bound together in a single person: humility is embraced by majesty, weakness 
by strength, mortality by eternity. To repay the debt of our condition, the nature 
that is beyond suffering is united to a nature capable of suffering; true God and 
true man come together in the unity of the one Lord Jesus. And so, as our 
healing requires, the one and «only mediator between God and the human 
race» (1Tm 2,5) could die as a result of human action and rise through the 
action of God... 
 
Such, my well-beloved, is the birth proper to Christ, «the power of God and the 
wisdom of God» (1Cor 1,24). Through it he became one thing with our humanity 
while maintaining the pre-eminence due to his divinity. If he had not been true 
God, he would not have brought us the remedy. If he had not been true man, he 
would not have given us an example. 


