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God chose the apostle Matthias 

 

The apostle Paul writes: «O the depth of the riches and wisdom of God! How inscrutable are 

his judgements and how unsearchable his ways!» (Rom 11,33)... And one of the psalms says: 

«In wisdom you have wrought them all» (Ps. 104[103],24), that is to say, in your Word, your 

everlasting utterance. Now, if it is in and through the Word that all things were made (Jn 1,3), 

who could doubt that it is with wisdom and that he has chosen his disciples perfectly and 

without partiality? «He chose us in him,» the apostle Paul says, «before the foundation of the 

world» (Eph 1,4)... 

 

Let us consider the choice of Matthias. The apostles had chosen Joseph Barsabbas and 

Matthias...; then they had presented their choice before him who judges the heart and who 

«knew the hearts of them all» so that he might make known to them which of the two he 

himself had chosen. And he had surely chosen Matthias for that honor even before the lot had 

been cast, even before the foundation of the world... 

 

«All that you ask for in prayer,» the Lord says, «believe that you will receive it and it shall be 

yours» (Mk 11,24). Hence the custom of the Church of praying together in common each time 

it thinks it must ask something of the Lord. No other means has so great a hold over God's will 

than prayer, provided it is offered with faith, serenity, humility and perseverance. So drawing 

lots had no influence over the choice of this glorious apostle since, as Scripture shows, the 

apostles began with prayer. Rather, it was in response to their prayer that God inspired them 

to draw lots for this election. On the other hand, Matthias was not granted any lesser grace 

than Peter or the other apostles although he was called last of all. He received the Spirit as 

fully as the others and the same spiritual gifts as they did. When it came to rest on him, the 

Holy Spirit filled him with charity; it enabled him to speak in every tongue, to work miracles, 

convert nations, preach Christ and win the victory of martyrdom. 


